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Course Description:
Welcome to Astronomy! This year you will learn about the history of astronomy, ancient and modern astronomers, scale and size of our universe including our moon, earth, planets, galaxies, and life and death of stars. You will also be assigned projects and labs to enhance your knowledge of astronomy. I look forward to sharing my passion for space and science with you.

Yearly Objectives:

Students will research and describe the contributions of scientists to our changing u[image: image1.jpg]


nderstanding of astronomy, including Ptolemy, Copernicus, Tycho Brahe, Kepler, Galileo, Newton, Einstein, and Hubble, and the contribution of women astronomers, including Maria Mitchell and Henrietta Swan Leavitt.

Students will know that planets of different size, composition, and surface features orbit around the Sun.

Students will be able to recognize the type, structure, and components of our Milky Way galaxy and location of our solar system within it.

Quarterly Overview

1st  Quarter  History of Astronomy and Describing the Sky, Moon, Earth

2nd  Quarter  Light and Technology

3rd  Quarter The Solar System and the Milky Way Galaxy  

4th  Quarter The Sun, Stars and Their Life Cycles

Materials

USB, science notebook/spiral, loose paper, pencil, pens, highlighters, colored pencils. There is no required textbook, but you will need access to a personal device at home with ability to connect to the internet for research and homework. (Contact me as soon as possible if this is an issue for you, so we can make arrangements to ensure you have equal access to these resources.)

Major Projects/Labs

There will be projects and labs embedded throughout the semester to include creating astronomy mini lessons for lower school, research papers, moon, planets, and constellation tracking, measurement labs, guest speakers, current events, solar system project, videos, class presentations. 
MS/HS Science Grading Criteria:
Students will be assessed in a variety of ways by the teacher. Grades will have the following value when determining a student’s final average:
· Projects/Labs40%
· Tests 25%
· Daily Assignments/HW/Quizzes 25%
· Class Participation 10%
Grading Scales: 
	Numeric Average
	Letter Grade
	

	97-100
	A+
	

	93-96
	A
	

	90-92
	A-
	

	87-89
	B+
	

	83-86
	B
	

	80-82
	B-
	

	77-79
	C+
	

	73-76
	C
	

	70-72
	C-
	

	67-69
	D+
	

	63-66
	D
	

	60-62
	D-
	

	under 60
	F
	


Progress Reports & Report Cards:

Report cards are issued at the end of each quarter.  Students will also receive progress reports at the mid-point of each term.
Required Attendance:

Students are expected to attend class on time and be prepared to fully participate in all classroom activities. 

Mr. Borrego’s Classroom Policies

1. Be in your seat and ready to work on your warm up as soon as class begins. 

2. Food and beverages (except water) are not allowed in the science classrooms.

3.  Cell phones and all other electronic devices are to be turned off in class unless I give you permission.

4. Late assignments will be accepted one day late with 10 points deducted from your graded assignment. 

Choosing to ignore the policies will result in: 

1. Verbal warning
2. Student conference/Parent contact
3. Parent/Teacher conference
4. Parent/Teacher/Administration conference 










